The mission of Raising Readers in Story County is to improve language and literacy development in
children from birth to age eight and nurture healthy parent-child relationships.

April 2016
April SHOWERS bring...opportunities to read together with the whole family!

Step Into Storybooks
RRSC is delighted to partner again with wonderful Story County organizations to provide
TWO free family literacy events in April.
Eastern Story County Step Into Storybooks:
Saturday, April 2 from 9:30am-12pm
Nevada's Central Elementary School
Step Into Storybooks:
Saturday, April 16 from 9am-12pm
Ames Public Library
Both events are focused on providing fun and educational activities for you and and your
baby, toddler, and preschooler to recreate at home!

Join us at the Ames Public Library on

Eastern Story County Step Into

Saturday, April 16, 9am-12pm

Storybooks is Saturday, April 2 from
9:30a-12p at Central Elementary School,
Nevada.

Small Talk Story County
RRSC is excited to announce that the first round
of Small Talk Story County (STSC) parent
empowerment classes will kick off this April!
These FREE classes will give parents and
guardians the tools they need to increase literacy
and language development with their babies ages
0-30 months. Free child care and lunch will be
provided for the participating families. Techniques
will be provided to get your baby communicating
to and with you, even before they can talk!
For more information and to register, please email
smalltalk@amespubliclibrary.org.
Saturdays, April 23 through June 25 from 11am12pm with lunch following.
Classes will be held at the Ames Public Library
Small Talk Story County is brought to you by a partnership between the Ames Public
Library, Raising Readers in Story County, and Iowa State University.

K-3 Reading Buddies
It's that time of year again! Summer Reading Buddies
will take place July 5 through August 12 at several

sites throughout Ames. More information on sites and
times will be posted on www.raising-readers.org in April.
If you are interested in being a Reading Buddies tutor
this summer or have a child entering Kindergarten
through finishing 3rd grade, please email
contact@raising-readers.org. All tutors will be trained in
the Words Their Way curriculum before Reading Buddies
begins in July.

THANK YOU!
We thank all of our generous donors, volunteers, and
partners who are helping to create brighter futures for
Story County children and families.
Donations like yours support our programs. We thank the

Gilbert 4th Graders

4th Graders from Gilbert Elementary School for
holding a book drive this winter at their school! They stopped by the RRSC office to deliver
SIXTEEN BOXES of new and gently used children's books that they donated to RRSC. We will
utilize the books in many different programs offered to families in Story County, including our
Little Free Libraries, Eastwood families who participate in StoryTime and Coffee and Chat, and
Super K!
If you would like to help support the vital programs offered by Raising Readers in Story County
please make a gift today!
Donate Today!

Volunteer Spotlight:
Marytha Pitt, StoryPals
April's Volunteer Spotlight is on Marytha Pitt,
StoryPals volunteer in Nevada! Marytha is a
retired teacher who spent 27 years in Nevada
after teaching for ten years in Ohio, Virginia, and
Germany when her husband was in the US Army.

Marytha Pitt at Central Elementary with
two of her StoryPals kiddos.

For eighteen of those years, she taught
kindergarten, and the remainder of the time she taught first and second graders.
After retirement, Marytha knew that she wanted to stay connected with young children,
and volunteering for Raising Readers in Story County with our StoryPals program was the
perfect way to keep in touch with kids, teachers, and children's books. Her favorite
StoryPals book is "Wolf's Chicken Stew" by Keiko Kasza, and she brought the book to

life this winter when she read it to Ms. Johnson's preschool class and then made
pancakes with them after discovering that some of her StoryPals kids had never had
pancakes.
Marytha says that others should volunteer with RRSC and especially StoryPals, because
the program is "a great way to interact with the 4-year-olds--they love to listen to stories
and discuss them. It is a fun way to volunteer your time. I encourage anyone interested in
young children to give this a try. The materials are provided so all you have to do is read
and enjoy the kids!!" Marytha appreciates the support and help she has received from
RRSC staff and StoryPals coordinator Sue Seaton (also the RRSC Board President) and
the cooperation she receives from the classroom teachers she has worked with.

Reading with Ms. Johnson's preschoolers before making
pancakes with them

Little Free Libraries
Dear Little Library Steward,
We, Becca, Allie, Haley and Marlys, Cadette Girl
Scouts from Troop 18 in Ames along with Raising
Readers in Story County are creating an online and
brochure map of all of the Little Free Libraries in
Story County for our Girl Scout Silver Award. We
would like your permission to photograph and determine the GPS location of your Little Free
Library. If there is a background story that you would like to share about your Little Free Library
please let us know. Thank you in advance for your support of our Girl Scout Silver Award
endeavors. If you have any questions or concerns please contact us at the email address below.
Email: troop18silverlfl@gmail.com
Allie
Becca
Haley
Marlys

Dates to Remember

Eastern Story Co Step Into Storybooks
Saturday, April 2 9am-12pm
Central Elementary School, Nevada
Ames Step Into Storybooks
Saturday, April 16 9am-12pm
Ames Public Library
Small Talk Story County Classes
Saturdays, April 23 - June 25 10am-12pm
Ames Public Library
Little Cyclones Summer Enrichment

2015 Ames Step Into Storybooks

June 6-July 14
Ames Middle School
Nevada Summer Enrichment
June 20-July 28
Central Elementary School, Nevada
Summer Reading Buddies-Ames
July 5-August 12
Various Locations in Ames
Super K - - Nevada Superheros (Transition to Kindergarten)
July 18-July 28
Central Elementary School, Nevada
Super K - - Ames Superheros (Transition to Kindergarten)
July 5-15
TBD
August 1-11
RRSC Reading Room, ACPC

#WeekendReading
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram to get
inspiration each Friday on a book to read with your
family!

RRSC Wish List
We are so grateful for our volunteers and
supporters and have a few things that we are
looking to add to our organization. If you would
like to donate, please contact us at
contact@raising-readers.org.
Wish List
Korean/Mandarin/Cantonese language children's books
Spanish language children's books
Fabric tote bags you know, the ones that are in a pile in your closet!
Flat book cart
Full-length door mirrors (2)
Fans (box, swivel, etc) eventually it'll get hot again, right?!

Tote bags with handles
help us carry books easily!
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