The mission of Raising Readers in Story County is to improve language and literacy development in
children from birth to age eight and nurture healthy parent-child relationships.

August 2018

A summer of literacy
This summer, 134 children from six Story County school districts plus St. Cecilia, United, and
home school worked on their reading and literacy skills! 120 volunteers gave their time and
talents to work one-on-one with these awesome students to maintain reading levels and avoid the
'Summer Slide' so that our Reading Buddies start school this month at least reading at the level
they left school with in May.
A special thank you to the staff at our Reading Buddies
sites:
Ames
Ames Public Library
First United Methodist Church
Northminster Presbyterian Church & ACPC summer staff
Bethesda Lutheran Church
Boys & Girls Club of Story County
Trinity Christian Reformed Church
Nevada

First United Methodist Church
Story County Medical Center
Huxley
Huxley Public Library

Thank you to all of the volunteers who made a difference
this summer! You have made an impact in the lives of the
children you worked with.

Huxley

Ames

More
pictures can be found on our Facebook page.

Nevada

A summer of preparing

June Ames Super K's
Super K: Transition to Kindergarten prepared 36 children in Ames and Nevada for school in
June and July. The kiddos practiced line basics, learned how to transition from story time
to stations to recess (a fav!) and more! Both the Ames and Nevada programs were in
classrooms at elementary schools, which meant that the Super K's were able to practice
drop off, pick up and lunch time too. Parents also prepared for kindergarten with daily
emails home and meetings with Super K staff. Literacy is a big part of this program. Super
K's got to pick out a book to take home each day to read, starting or continuing home
traditions of reading as part of the daily routine. These Super K's finished their two weeks
Super Learners, Super Sharers, Super Friends, and Super ready for Kindergarten!

July Ames Super K's
Since 2015, 131 children have participated in this program! Thank you to the Ames and
Nevada Community School Districts and staff at Meeker Elementary and Central
Elementary for providing classroom space in 2018.

July Nevada Super K's.

More pictures can be found on our Facebook page.

A night of celebrating
On Friday, July 27th, we gathered at Reiman Gardens to celebrate our 2018 Harrison Barnes
Reading Academy: Summer Reading Buddies program! Reading Buddies, their families,
volunteers, RRSC staff and board celebrated another awesome summer of reading in Story
County. Celebrity readers from the Ames High Football Team, Ames Police Department, Ames
Fire Department, and special volunteers read stories throughout the gardens; dinner was served;
faces were painted; and amazing kids were celebrated for their hard work and their families'
commitment to summer reading.

Thank you to Little Caesar's Pizza, Dairy Queen, HyVee, and Insomnia Cookies for providing our
delicious dinner; Reiman Gardens for providing such a great gathering space; Perfect Games,
Iowa State Center, and Wallaby's for donating gift cards for our special prizes for attendance and
reading minutes; Lance Harding of Harding Videography for donating his time and photography
talents; and Harrison and Brittany Barnes for their financial support of the program this summer!

Harrison recorded a wonderful video for the celebration. Please enjoy!

HB Reading Challenge-Harrison Barnes Message to 2018 Reading Buddies
The 2018 Reading Buddies read 87,338 minutes! Wow! Thank you so much to our Reading
Buddies families for making summer reading a priority; thank you to our Reading Buddies for
being so amazing, full of smiles, and your hard work; and thank you to our incredible volunteers,
who donated hours of their time this summer to make an impact for Story County children!

More pictures of the celebration can be found on our Facebook page

A day to celebrate you!

Summer Reading Buddies, July 2018
If you hadn't already noticed, we cannot do ANYTHING without our amazing volunteers! And we
love celebrating you! Please join us at the 2018 Volunteer Appreciation celebration at 10am on
Thursday, August 16th at St. Cecilia Catholic Church, 2900 Hoover Ave, Ames.

Salvation Army Book Distribution, December 2017

If you have not already contacted Sue, please
RSVP to Sue Seaton at
volunteers@raising-readers.org
by
Monday, August 13.

Summer Reading Buddies, July 2018

Eastwood Storytime, May 2018

THANK YOU!
We thank all of our generous donors, volunteers, and
partners who are helping to create brighter futures for Story
County children and families.
Donations like yours support our programs. We partner with
many organizations and groups to provide quality literacy
programs to Story County children. Thank you to the
Allliant Energy Foundation for your continued support of
our programs and your recent grant! This funding will be
used to purchase more early learner reading level books for
our summer and afternoon programs! Your support helps
make our programs possible! #EnergyforGood
If you would like to help support the vital programs offered by
Raising Readers in Story County please make a gift today!

DONATE

Eastwood + Comfort Dogs =
Strong Readers
RRSC and volunteer Mary Haila are working to
have comfort dogs at Eastwood Apts on
Wednesday afternoons. Children at Eastwood

will develop more confidence and enjoyment in
reading by reading to therapy/comfort dogs.
Dogs don't care if you mispronounce a word,
they just love to be loved! If you have a trained
therapy dog (or know someone who does)
please consider volunteering for this program at
Eastwood. The program will take place
Wednesday afternoons at the Eastwood
Apartments Community Room, 450 East 7th
St. from 3:00pm-4:00pm.
For more information and to participate, please
contact Judy Dahlke, Family Literacy Coordinator at families@raising-readers.org.

Dates to Remember
Calendar of Programs
2018 Volunteer Appreciation Celebration
August 16, 2018
10am, St. Cecilia Catholic Church, Ames
2018 RRSC Annual Meeting
October 23, 2018
4:30pm-6:30pm (Program begins 5:15pm), City Church,
Ames
School Year Programs will begin in October

RRSC Wish List
We are so grateful for our volunteers and
supporters and have a few things that we are
looking to add to our organization. If you would
like to donate, please contact us at
contact@raising-readers.org.
Wish List
Book cases for storage purposes
Roller suitcases (all sizes)
Korean/Mandarin/Cantonese language
children's books
Spanish language children's books
Arabic language children's books
Fabric tote bags you k now, the ones that are in a pile in your closet!

Tote bags with handles help
us carry books easily!
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