
The mission of Raising Readers in Story County is to improve language and literacy development in children
from birth to age eight and nurture healthy parent-child relationships.
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'Between the pages of a book is a wonderful place to be'  - Anonymous 

Thank you for being a valued supporter of Raising Readers in Story County! Your support,
combined with the support of others in our communities, allows us to continue to put quality books
in the hands of children and provide early childhood literacy programs to families.
 
We are seeing positive results.  Parents enrolled in our programs report they are better able to
nurture their children's development from birth to age eight.  Nearly all children paired with our
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Reading Buddies tutors maintained or increased their reading levels, and in Summer 2017,
Reading Buddies children recorded 40,379 minutes of reading with their tutors and at home over a
six-week period.  Volunteers who invested their time have the satisfaction of knowing they
contributed to brighter futures for our children and communities.

"As a parent I want both of my children to work at
reading early in life so that it comes more naturally to
them and they enjoy it more than I did while being a
student. Reading Buddies is a great program and I
was thankful to get the opportunity to not only watch
my child grow in the program last summer but to also
be part of the program as a volunteer tutor.
-Crystal Johnson 

We hope you will consider supporting Raising Readers
in Story County.  For the fourth year, committed RRSC supporters will match your donation dollar for
dollar when you give to both the Annual Fund and the Endowment Fund by January 31, 2018. The
Annual Fund helps meet today's needs, while the Endowment Fund helps us improve lives of next
generations long into the future. 
 
Your support of early literacy is an investment in the future of our children, our families, and our
communities. Please give today!
 
Your partners in early literacy,
         

Jennifer Dieter, President               

Kim Hanna, Executive Director

Donate Online

Cayden Shares His Story
Cayden Johnson was a Reading Buddies student at the Story County Medical Center site in
Nevada in this summer and sat down with us to share some of his favorite parts of the program.
Thank you Cayden and Crystal!
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2017 Annual Report
Families are our passion. We build a literacy foundation for families through our Reach Out and
Read program and build upon that foundation through a variety of programs as Raising Readers in
Story County works to make sure Story County children are reading at grade level by third grade.
Our 2017 Annual Report highlights the exciting year we had! Our Annual Report is on the RRSC
website here: 2017 Annual Report

Volunteering for RRSC Makes a Difference
If you are interested in learning more about how you can make a difference for Story County

youth by volunteering, please email us at volunteers@raising-readers.org or visit
www.raising-readers.org/volunteers

Oh The Places We Are Going!
Another wonderful annual celebration and meeting occurred on October 19. Thank you City Church
for hosting, Mary Greeley Medical Center for providing the delicious food, our wonderful committee
and volunteers who made the event happen, and all who attended! 
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RRSC Board President Jennifer Dieter (C) 
with volunteers Amy Grooters (L) and Kay Outka (R)

Each table was decorated with a different Dr. Seuss book



RRSC Executive Director Kim Hanna 
and Ames School Board Member Alisa Frandsen

ACPC Director Elizabeth Miner 
and Ames Public Library's Brianne Anderson



Pi Beta Phi volunteers check in our attendees

More pictures can be found on our Facebook page. 

At the end of the celebration, we shared the following video. This is 'One Fish Two Fish Red Fish
Blue Fish' by Dr. Seuss, read by this summer's Reading Buddies children. Intending to only show
the first few minutes, the audience was mesmerized and watched the entire fifteen minute video!
We hope you love it too!

THANK YOU!
We thank all of our generous donors, volunteers, and
partners who are helping to create brighter futures for
Story County children and families. 

Donations like yours support our programs. We thank our
Eastwood volunteer and summer Super K assistant
teacher Kearra Chester for all she does for
RRSC! Kearra and her children attend StoryTime at
Eastwood twice a month, and Kearra also recently joined
the Eastwood Team, an RRSC subcommittee that plans
events and opportunities at Eastwood Apts here in Ames. Your support helps make our programs
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possible!

If you would like to help support the vital programs offered by Raising Readers in Story County
please make a gift today!

DONATE

Dates to Remember

Calendar of Programs

RRSC Office Closed
Monday, December 25
Tuesday, December 26
Monday, January 1

Eastern Story County Step Into Storybooks
Saturday, March 3, 2018
Central Elementary School, Nevada

Step Into Storybooks
Saturday, April 14, 2018
Ames Public Library

2018 Summer Reading Buddies
June 11-28 and July 9-26 
Sites TBA

#WeekendReading
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram to get
inspiration each Friday on a book to read with your family! 

If you have a favorite #weekendreading book that you read
as a family, email contact@raising-readers.org  and
we may feature it in the coming weeks!

RRSC Wish List
We are so grateful for our volunteers and
supporters and have a few things that we are
looking to add to our organization. If you would like
to donate, please contact us at contact@raising-
readers.org. 

Wish List
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Roller suitcases (all sizes)
Korean/Mandarin/Cantonese language
children's books
Spanish language children's books
Arabic language children's books
Fabric tote bags you know, the ones that
are in a pile in your closet!
Empty cereal boxes and empty round
oatmeal containers with lids for Summer
2018 Enrichment programs

Tote bags with handles help
us carry books easily!

   

Visit Our Website

  

Raising Readers in Story County| 515-520-8686 | contact@raising-readers.org 

STAY CONNECTED:
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