
The mission of Raising Readers in Story County is to improve language and literacy development in children
from birth to age eight and nurture healthy parent-child relationships.

 

May 2017

"To learn to read is to light a fire; every syllable that is spelled out is a spark". -Victor Hugo

2017 K-3 Reading Buddies
Volunteer Registration is now open for Summer 2017
Reading Buddies! Apply

Raising Readers in Story County coordinates a FREE
6-week summer tutoring program to promote literacy
skills for children finishing kindergarten through
finishing 3rd grade who need a little extra help over the
summer to maintain their literacy skills.

Every child signed up will be paired with a trained
reading tutor and will meet twice per week to receive personalized reading sessions. These 45
minutes sessions are held at convenient, supervised sites. The 2017 K-3 Reading Buddies
program will begin on Monday, June 19 and run through August 3, with a week off July
3-7.

To register your child and for more information, Click Here

Summer 2017 sites 

Ames
ACPC Sites: Northminster Presbyterian Church and Fellows Elementary School (ACPC Summer
Kids only)
Ames Public Library
Bethesda Lutheran Church (evening)
Boys & Girls Club (members only)
City Church (evening)

http://www.raising-readers.org/programs/k-3-reading-buddies/k-3-reading-buddies-volunteer-tutor-registration/
http://www.raising-readers.org/programs/k-3-reading-buddies/


Eastwood Apts (Eastwood residents only)
Laverne Apts (Laverne residents only)
Trinity Christian Reformed Church

Nevada
First United Methodist Church
Story County Medical Center (evening)

ISU Student Groups Fundraise
for RRSC
Two student groups from ISU's Communications
317 class held fundraisers for Raising Readers
in Story County in March. The Shelf Awareness
Project collected 445 gently used children's
books at book drives held at Sawyer and
Edwards Elementary Schools in Ames and
donated them to our organization! They held a fun
Saturday morning celebration at North Grand

Church with celebrity readers from the ISU Track Team, the ISU Men's Golf Team, and the
ISU Wrestling Team.  A second group from the class partnered with Potbelly Sandwich
Shop in Campustown and on Monday, March 27th, 25% of all sales between 5pm and
8pm will be donated to RRSC!

If you are interested in holding a book drive for RRSC, please contact us at
contact@raising-readers.org  for more information. 

Job Opportunity!
Small Talk Story County is in need of a part-time childcare supervisor for their weekly
classes. Job Description
 

Eastern Story County Step Into Storybooks a Success!
Thank you to all who attended the Eastern Story County Step Into Storybooks on Saturday,
April 1 at Central Elementary in Nevada. A great turn out-and the sun even came out for a
few minutes! Check out even more pictures on our Facebook page! 

Mark your calendars now, the 2018 Eastern Story County Step Into Storybooks will be
Saturday, March 3 at Central Elementary School in Nevada!

mailto:contact@raising-readers.org
http://www.amespubliclibrary.org/aboutLibrary/Jobs-SmallTalkChildcareCoordinator.asp
https://www.facebook.com/pg/RaisingReadersInStoryCounty/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1370492276322320


One of the most popular stations was the homemade tempera paint station! Check out this
easy recipe to make tempera paint at home using ingredients you already have!

Homemade Tempera Paint (makes 1 cup)

1 cup salt
1 cup flour
1 cup water
Food coloring

Mix salt and flour together in a bowl. Mix water and food coloring to desired color. Mix salt,
flour, and colored water together. Pour 'paint' into a bottle. Cover. Shake well before using.



 Fun on the Farm-Step Into Storybooks!

It was a beautiful day in Ames on April 8 at the Ames Public
Library for Farm Tales and Tails! Children and their families
had the opportunity to hear stories, sing songs, tell jokes,
plant a garden, pet a cow, cook up a meal, go fishing,
pollinate flowers like a bee, and more. 

Thanks to the planning committee, Ames Public Library,
Ames Morning Rotary and all of the volunteers who made
Step Into Storybooks possible again this year! Please check
out the Step Into Storybooks Facebook page for more
pictures from the morning. 

  

THANK YOU!

https://www.facebook.com/pg/StepIntoStorybooks/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1282128088550019


We thank all of our generous donors, volunteers, and
partners who are helping to create brighter futures for
Story County children and families. 

Donations like yours support our programs. 
Ames High's DECA Club  held a book drive for RRSC
in April and collected 750 gently used books that they
donated! The group invited RRSC to come speak to the
group about volunteer opportunities and several will be
volunteering with K-3 Reading Buddies this summer. 

If you would like to help support the vital programs offered by Raising Readers in Story County
please make a gift today!

DONATE

Volunteer Spotlight!

Lynn Watson and Jeanne Roth
Lynn Watson and Jeanne Roth have been
volunteering for RRSC together for several years
and they love volunteering as a team and
working with our younger kiddos in our preschool
programs. They are currently volunteering with
our ACPC Reading Buddies program and show
up every Tuesday and Thursday morning with
smiles on their faces. Lynn had a day care for
many years and that is how she met Jeanne

Roth... over 20 years ago!  She took care of two of Jeanne's children and they kept in touch. 
"We meet with other mothers of "my kids" once a month.  It is such fun to keep in touch and
hear about the kids -some now mothers with kids of their own."  
 
Jeanne introduced Lynn to RRSC and asked her to volunteer together because Jeanne
knew Lynn read a lot to her day care kids. Lynn decided to volunteer because of her love of
children- "They are so unpredictable and such a joy to be around.  They keep me young!" 
 
Both Lynn and Jeanne have lived in Ames for over forty years. Jeanne taught English, ESL
classes, and GED students at DMACC in Boone. She's married and has 3 grown children.
Lynn and her husband of 57 years have four grown children and two grandsons.

Lynn Watson working with her 
ACPC Reading Buddy

Volunteering is their passion and they both volunteer outside of their time at RRSC. Lynn
volunteered at Fellows Elementary listening to children read for three years and volunteered
at Mary Greeley Medical Center for many years. She is also very involved with Shared
Blessings at her church. Jeanne volunteers at the Ames Public Library.
 
They both shared that they volunteer because they love children, working with children, and

http://www.raising-readers.org/donate/


reading to children. Lynn shared, "My favorite thing at ACPC is being with the young kids.  I
feel it keeps me active and at my age, I need that!" Jeanne agrees, "It's being with
children.  Since my children and grandchildren all have left Iowa, seeing these children and
watching them grow has helped fill a gap in my life...  Also, I LOVE 4 and 5-year-olds."

Jeanne Roth and her 
ACPC Reading Buddies

 
They were both asked what they would say to someone interested in volunteering for RRSC.
 
Lynn: I would encourage anyone who loves children and wants to try to make a difference in
their young lives to volunteer.  I love to read myself and enjoy sharing my love of it with
others. 
 
Jeanne: Do it.  It's great fun!
 
Lynn also shared, "Volunteering at ACPC and Raising Readers is great.  The teachers are
very helpful and are willing to guide us and suggest things that will work with the different
students.  Judy Dahlke is super!   She has so many books and always has them ready for
the different seasons, holidays and special events. It also has been interesting to work with
Sam and hear about his studies at ISU, interviews for a future job etc. The other volunteer,
Dan, is always very willing to help and his love of kids is very apparent.  So, along with
Jeanne and the young ones, these are wonderful people to work with".  Jeanne followed up
with, "It's a wonderful program that helps give children a skill they will need all their lives".
Thank you ladies!

Dates to Remember
K-3 Reading Buddies
June 19-August 3 (minus 4th of July week)
8 sites in Ames, 2 sites in Nevada

Super K-Transition to Kindergarten
June 19-29 or July 10-20 
Edwards Elementary School, Ames
July 14-August 3 
Central Elementary School, Nevada

Eastern Story County Step Into Storybooks
Saturday, March 3, 2018
Central Elementary School, Nevada

#WeekendReading
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram to get
inspiration each Friday on a book to read with your family! 

If you have a favorite #weekendreading book that you read

http://www.facebook.com/RaisingReadersinStoryCounty
http://www.twitter.com/RaiseRead_SC
http://www.instagram.com/raisingreadersstoryco


Tote bags with handles help
us carry books easily!

as a family, email contact@raising-readers.org  and
we may feature it in the coming weeks!

RRSC Wish List
We are so grateful for our volunteers and
supporters and have a few things that we are
looking to add to our organization. If you would like
to donate, please contact us at contact@raising-
readers.org. 

Wish List

Roller suitcases (all sizes)
A vacuum cleaner (preferably cordless
and rechargeable)
Korean/Mandarin/Cantonese language children's books
Spanish language children's books
Arabic language children's books
Fabric tote bags you know, the ones that are in a pile in your closet!
Fans (box, swivel, etc) 

  

Visit Our Website

  

Raising Readers in Story County| 515-520-8686 | contact@raising-readers.org 

mailto:contact@raising-readers.org
mailto:contact@raising-readers.org
http://www.raising-readers.org
mailto:raisingreadersinstorycounty@gmail.com


STAY CONNECTED:

http://www.facebook.com/RaisingReadersinStoryCounty
http://www.twitter.com/RaiseRead_SC
https://instagram.com/raisingreadersstoryco
https://www.pinterest.com/StoryCountyRead/

