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Thank You 2014-15 ROR Sponsors!
 
Our 2014-15 Reach Out and Read Program (ROR) was a huge
success and it could not have happened without our Lead
Sponsors! Almost 10,000 books were given at well-child visits
throughout Story County this past year. 

Children 2 months through 5 years old receive a book and the
county-wide program serves all families.

2014-15 ROR Sponsors
2 months: United Way of Story County; Story County Youth
Philanthropists
6 months: Rotary Club of Ames, Morning
9 months: United Way of Story County
12 months: US Bank
18 months: Brian and Jennifer Dieter
2 years: Rotary Club of Ames, Noon
3 years: Harold and Julie Pike
4 years: Elaine and Brian Anderson
5 years: Kiwanis Club of Ames, Noon; McFarland Clinic
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RRSC participated again this
year with United Way of Story

County's Day of Caring on
Friday, September 11. Read
Across Story County united

local elementary schools with
community members for a
morning of reading in the

classroom.

RRSC thanks the following
Day of Caring volunteer



RRSC Board President
Sue Seaton

If you are interested in learning more about the ROR program,
please email director@raising-readers.org or call 515-520-8686.

 

Celebrating Our Successes!
 
On Friday, August 28, 2015, volunteers,
donors, and advocates for Raising
Readers in Story County (RRSC)
gathered at City Church to celebrate
another year of promoting literacy to
Story County families.  An overview of
each of RRSC program was shared,
highlighting successes of the past year.
Highlights include:

Reach Out and Read (ROR): All
pediatricians and many family
doctors in Story County participate in ROR. Based on a
national model, age appropriate books are given to
children at their two month to 5-year-old well child check-
ups. Physicians encourage parents to read aloud with
their children at home. Almost 10,000 books are
provided each year through the generous support of
RRSC donors
Gift Books: Annually, over 6000 new and gently used
books are given to children in need through
distributions at a local church, county-wide food pantries,
Read to Succeed, WIC Clinics, Story County Dental,
Early Head Start and Head Start, and the Little Free
Libraries.
Little Free Libraries: RRSC supports 24 Little Free
Libraries (LFL) throughout the County. Our LFLs are
identified by the fact that they are built to be accessible
by children and RRSC adds quality and age appropriate
books as needed to keep the Libraries well stocked.

groups for participating: Story
County Board of REALTORS,
ISU College of Engineering,

ISU College of Business, the
ISU VP for Research and the
ISU Senior VP and Provost. 

These volunteers read in
classrooms at Ballard West
Elementary, Colo-NESCO
Elementary, Roland-Story
Elementary, and Central
Elementary in Nevada.

RRSC Board of
Directors

 

Reno Berg, Vice President
Linda Carver

Jennifer Dieter
Carol Elbert, Past President

Lynn Engen
Jane Halliburton

Jerri Heid
Kim Herzberg, Secretary

Carolyn Jons
Kathryn Merseal
Margie Oldehoeft
Shellie Orngard

Dallas Rust, Treasurer
Diana Schmidt

Sue Seaton, President
Natalie Welter



Donors, volunteers, and RRSC supporters 
all attended the meeting

Read to Succeed: RRSC partners with the United Way of
Story County (UWSC) and Food Bank of Iowa's program
that provides backpacks of food to feed elementary-age
children from families with low incomes over the
weekend and during school breaks by providing books at
a variety of reading levels for the children to choose from
and tuck into their backpacks. This typically occurs
before holidays, and spring and summer breaks. During
the last year RRSC and UWSC served 175 students
throughout Eastern Story County and Ames.
Summer Reading Buddies: RRSC recruited tutors and
site supervisors to provide free reading instruction to
children in Ames who have finished kindergarten through
third grade so they could avoid the summer slide and the
reading gap. Their training used Words Their Way and
was guided by ISU Professor Dr. Donald Bear.  Seventy-
one children received free tutoring from forty-nine
tutors who met with them twice a week, building their
skills and confidence.
Eastwood: Eastwood is housing on East 7th Street in
Ames for families with low incomes. RRSC works with
these families through several programs, including
Storytime and "Coffee and Chat", which provides
interactive activities for children and their families.
Volunteers participated with the children reading stories
and poems, singing songs and having fun with
movement. Through these interactions volunteers
connect with the children and continually work to build
community among the residents.

Staff
Kim Hanna, Director

director@raising-readers.org

Judy Dahlke, FLCE
families@raising-readers.org

Welcome Judy
Dahlke!

 
RRSC welcomes Judy Dahlke

 as the Family Literacy
Coordinator/Educator for

Raising Readers
 in Story County! 

If she looks familiar, Judy has
been the volunteer Volunteer

Coordinator for RRSC and was
a kindergarten teacher at

Fellows Elementary School for
many years.

Welcome Judy!

We Need You!
 

RRSC has two leadership
roles available. Our wonderful
Reading Corners coordinator is
moving to sunny Arizona and



Eastwood Enrichment Program Coordinator 
Shara Bradley

Super K: RRSC staff and volunteers provided a pilot
program at the Raising Readers Room at ACPC for 22
children entering kindergarten in August. The goal of the
program was to offer children opportunities similar to
what they will experience in kindergarten such as
opening the little milk cartons, managing the contents of
their backpacks, and lining up in an orderly fashion.
Reading Corners: RRSC has established twenty three
Reading Corners throughout the county, including one
in each of the Reach Out and Read sites. The high
quality picture books provide an opportunity for parents
to read to their children while waiting for their doctor's
appointments. 
Pi Beta Phi Sorority: in 2015, the Pi Beta Phi Sorority
donated 500 books to RRSC and helped to set up our
new book distribution room at First Christian Church.
Volunteers: During National Volunteer Recognition Week
this past spring, RRSC showed our appreciation to the
invaluable time and talents our volunteers provide by
hosting a Tea in their honor. This year, 144 volunteers
for RRSC donated over 7,815 hours of their time to
our organization.

 
The Annual Meeting not only celebrated what had been
accomplished over the past year, but also celebrated all that
Raising Readers in Story County will continue to do for the
families of Story County in the next twelve months
 

we hired our volunteer
Volunteer Coordinator as the

new FLCE so we need to
replace them!

If you are interested in
learning more about either

volunteer opportunity, please
contact the RRSC office at

515-520-8686 or email
director@raising-readers.org

 

The mission of Raising
Readers in Story County
is to improve language

and literacy development
in children from birth to
age eight and nurture
healthy parent-child

relationships.


