The mission of Raising Readers in Story County is to improve language and literacy development in children
from birth to age eight and nurture healthy parent-child relationships.

October 2016
"The things I want to know are in books; my best friend is the man who'll get me a book I ain't
read." - Abraham Lincoln

Celebrate With Us!
We celebrated another wonderful year of serving Story County families at our
2016 Annual Celebration on September 29th at City Church in Ames. Thank
you for being a part of such an exciting year as we increased our impact to
families, expanded our programs to new communities, and put books into the
hands of thousands of children. If you weren't able to attend, please check out
the presentation our Board President Jennifer Dieter and Past Board President
Sue Seaton shared with everyone:
RRSC By the Numbers.
You can also access the presentation on our website by visiting www.raisingreaders.org.

Former RRSC Board Member
Linda Carver and husband Al

Special thanks to City Church, Mary Greeley Medical Center, Marie
Edwards, Mary Ommaid, Andrew Zalasky, Carolyn Jons, and planning
committee Jennifer Dieter, Sue Seaton, Judy Jabaay, Kathryn Merseal, and
Emily Erickson for making the event a huge success!

Pictures from the Annual Celebration

More pictures can be found on our Facebook page.

FLCE Judy Dahlke with former Ames
Superintendant Ron Rice and daughter (and
RRSC Volunteer) Cassie Dohrn.

Girl Scout Troop 18 with Director Kim
Hanna

RRSC Board President Jennifer Dieter and
RRSC Volunteer Jane Acker

Ames School Board Member Alisa
Frandsen and family

RRSC Board Member Carol Elbert, RRSC
Friend Janet Klaas, and RRSC Board Member
Lynn Engen

2016 Annual Report
Empowering parents to nurture early literacy
"All four of our parents were teachers, so we understood
the importance of reading with children starting at young
ages. What I didn't know eight years ago was that we
were creating memories, traditions and good habits with
Cody.
"We now have two boys who both love reading. We are
thankful for how Raising Readers gives books and
supports our community."
-Andy and Lindsey Long
Lindsey Long with Cody Long, 2008,
and his Reach Out and Read 6-month
book

2016
Annual Report
The 2016 Annual Report celebrates ten years of our
Reach Out and Read program in Story County, serving
thousands of children each year. 10,000 books are given
out through this program annually.
We also celebrate outreach in Story County with our
Grade Level Reading and School Readiness programs,
introduce you to the new staff added since September
2015, and celebrate our amazing volunteers and board
who dedicate many hours to our programs and initiatives
throughout Ames and Story County.
Cody is now in 3rd grade and enjoys
reading to learn and for pleasure

StoryPals
This month, StoryPals tutoring programs began for the
school year at Northwood Preschool in Ames and
Central Elementary School in Nevada. StoryPals
provides additional reading experiences for
preschoolers with the aid of trained volunteers who
come in each week and use dialogic reading
techniques with the children. Forty-nine children are
currently being served by the program, and later this
fall, StoryPals will begin at Colo-NESCO Elementary
School in Zearing.
Volunteers are still needed for the Colo-NESCO program, so if you are interested in working with
amazing preschoolers and helping them experience books in a new way, please contact Lisa
Reeves at literacy@raising-readers.org or call the office at 515-520-8686.

THANK YOU!
We thank all of our generous donors, volunteers, and
partners who are helping to create brighter futures for
Story County children and families.
Donations like yours support our programs.
The women of Pi Beta Phi Sorority at Iowa State
University have been a wonderful partner for Raising
Readers in Story County. They have organized gently
used book drives on campus and donated the children's
books gathered to our organization, they have supported
us through grants, and they are a wonderful volunteer
group, most recently assisting at the 2016 Annual
Celebration. You may have noticed them-they were the
ladies in the Dr. Seuss hats! Thank you for many years
of partnership!

Five of the eleven PBP members pose with
RRSC Board Members Sue Seaton and Kim
Herzberg and ED Kim Hanna

If you would like to help support the vital programs offered by Raising Readers in Story County
please make a gift today!
Donate Today!

Volunteer Spotlight:
Sue Seaton
"I know when one volunteers for RRSC they will
be drawn to become more involved within the
organization and their community. If you want to
see your service make a difference in the lives
of children and their families, Raising Readers in
Story County is the place to share your time and
talents"
Board Past President Sue Seaton jumped at the
chance to be the new volunteer Volunteer
Coordinator for RRSC. She first got involved with
RRSC as a volunteer, soon after she retired from teaching in Nevada. "The first summer
after my retirement as a Nevada elementary teacher, Judy Dahlke sent me an invitation to
an RRSC volunteer event... I was so confused about the different programs. I had to learn
more. I knew I wanted to become a part of something that believed in what I did about
educating children and their families, and make a difference in their lives in the future". Sue

first volunteered with the Reading Corners team, working with former board member Connie
Dunham, who immediately included her in the visits to the city and county Reading Corner
sites. "We had a grand time which included planning our route around having lunch
together. She truly introduced to me what RRSC was about, but even more important,
showed me how well respected RRSC was in Ames and in the county."
Sue was asked to be on the RRSC board
four years ago and she was excited to join
due to her desire for RRSC to expand out into
Story County, "plus I had a passion for the
'littles' in Nevada". When asked what her
most meaningful volunteer experience was,
Sue couldn't name just one. She's proud that
she was instrumental in bringing our
StoryPals program to Central Elementary
School preschoolers in Nevada as well as
creating an Eastern Story County Step Into
Storybooks event for families in Nevada,
Colo, and other eastern Story County
communities. Sue was also honored when
she was asked to serve as President of the
board following co-founder Carol Elbert's term
of service as president.
This summer, an opportunity came up for a
new volunteer Volunteer Coordinator. Sue was
excited to take on a new role after her tenure
as board president ended. "Being a volunteer
myself I knew what I liked when there was
something that needed to be done. Volunteers
like to know what's going on, so following
Judy Dahlke's example, I will make sure
they do".

Upcoming volunteer opportunities will include labeling! You may be hearing from Sue soon.
To sign up to volunteer, please contact Sue at volunteers@raising-readers.org. You can
also sign up to volunteer through our website: www.raising-readers.org

2016 Bookland
The ISU College of Education is partnering with the Ames Public Library and Raising
Readers in Story County this fall to provide three free family literacy events! Mark your
calendars for November 6 (2pm-4pm) and November 7 (6pm-8pm) and join us at the
Ames Public Library!

2015 Bookland

2015 Bookland

Dates to Remember
Small Talk Story County Classes
Fridays, September 9-November 18 10am-11am
Saturdays, September 10-November 19 10am-11am
Ames Public Library
Bookland
November 6 2pm-4pm, November 7 6pm-8pm,
Ames Public Library
RRSC Office Closed
Thursday, November 24
Friday, November 25
Friday, December 23
Monday, December 26
Monday, January 2
Step Into Storybooks
Saturday, April 8 9am-12pm
Ames Public Library

Small Talk Story County Graduate
Baby!

#WeekendReading
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram to get
inspiration each Friday on a book to read with your family!
If you have a favorite #weekendreading book that you read
as a family, email contact@raising-readers.org and
we may feature it in the coming weeks!

RRSC Wish List
We are so grateful for our volunteers and
supporters and have a few things that we are
looking to add to our organization. If you would like
to donate, please contact us at contact@raisingreaders.org.
Wish List
Korean/Mandarin/Cantonese language
children's books
Spanish language children's books
Fabric tote bags you know, the ones that are in a pile in your closet!
Full-length door mirrors (1)
Fans (box, swivel, etc)

Tote bags with handles
help us carry books easily!

Visit Our Website

Raising Readers in Story County| 515-520-8686 | contact@raising-readers.org

STAY CONNECTED:

