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Happy New Year from Raising Readers

Dear Friends of Raising Readers,

The holiday season has passed and Raising Readers now

looks forward to implementing steps to meet our 2025

goals. We move into the new year excited to begin our

winter family workshops, Playful Pages and Small Talk, and

eager to register participants and recruit volunteers for our

Story Pals and Reading Buddies programs that start up again

next month. In addition, we are making plans to initiate a

pilot project that involves reaching out to expectant

families with baby brain-building resources to best start our

smallest readers on their literacy and learning journey!

We have one more month to go with our annual fall appeal

and so many of you have participated in supporting our

mission. Thank you! Our 2:1 contribution matching fund was

fully utilized by 12/31 as hoped but we're not done yet! We

literally couldn't do the work without you and we are so
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appreciative. If you missed our mailing or just haven't

gotten around to the task but would like to contribute,

there is still time! The *DONATE* button allows various

methods of online donation (credit card, Paypal, Venmo) as

well as instructions for mailing checks and making tribute

contributions.

Thank you for your support in 2024! We're excited to share

everything we have planned to support the language and

literacy of our community families in 2025!

Warm regards~

Kristi Mayo
Executive Director

Raising Readers in Story County

Raising Readers Selected as Q1 2025
Target Circle Donation Recipient
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*If you'd ever like
to explore other
donation options
more in line with

planned or
recurrent giving,
feel free to shoot
me an email and I

am happy to
discuss alternatives

with you.

​Santa
Storytime

2024

Storytime
attendees were

treated to a guest
reader last month!
Children left with a



We are honored and excited to announce that we have
been chosen to participate in a special charitable giving
campaign, sponsored and funded by Target. And you
have the chance to help direct a portion of Target’s
donation to us! 

Now through March 30, 2025, vote for us through the
Target Circle program to help determine how Target’s
donation will be divided up. Find out more about Target
Circle here: www.target.com/circle 

We’re asking our supporters to help us make the most of
this incredible opportunity. Every vote counts to help us
receive a portion of the available Target funds as we
continue our mission to support the language and
literacy development of children by providing books,
caregiver support, and early childhood programs. 

Don’t forget, as you earn more votes, you can keep
voting multiple times during the campaign! Thank you for
your support, and we encourage you to share your
support for us (and your thanks to Target) on social
media throughout the duration of the voting!

EVENTS and
PROGRAMS

What’s next? 
Check out our calendar of events to see where you'll
find Raising Readers in January!

January 9 & 23
STARS Storytime

RRSC office, North Grand Mall, Ames, 10-10:30 am

January 9 - March 13 (Thursday evenings)
Small Talk Winter Workshop

RRSC office, North Grand Mall, Ames, 5-6 pm

new book and
plush reading

buddy to celebrate
their winter

holiday. Special
thank you to John

Pohlman for
sharing his

seasonal talents!

https://www.facebook.com/RaisingReadersInStoryCounty


January 18
Playful Pages Family Workshop:

Little Laboratory
RRSC office, North Grand Mall, Ames, 10-11 am

January 23
ISU Welcome Fest

ISU Memorial Union, Durham Great Hall, Ames, 5:30-8 pm

​RRSC mission: To support the language
and literacy of young children by providing

books, caregiver guidance, and early
childhood programs.







Volunteer "book elves" at the Salvation
Army Angel Tree Toy Shop, December

2024, in Ames

We have a wide variety of
volunteer opportunities. Contact

us today!

 
Contact Us

515-520-8686

contact@raising-
readers.org

www.raising-readers.org
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